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To: National Park Authority, 16 December 2022 
From: Marc Ronan, Solicitor and Monitoring Officer 
 
 

Parking Byelaw 
 
 

Decision Required YES ☒ / NO ☐ Agenda Item 8 

 

Recommendation 

Approve the commencement of the initial written statement and 12-week 
consultation on the introduction of a byelaw regulating the use of and charging for 
car parking on Authority owned car parks. 

 

 

Key Messages 

This report seeks approval for the commencement of the initial written statement 
and consultation on the introduction of a byelaw regulating the use of and charging 
for car parking at Authority owned and managed car parks.  
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Background 

 
As landowner the Authority currently charges for car parking by way of a contractual 
relationship with patrons. However, this arrangement does not adequately deal with 
regulation of the use of the car parks and enforcement. 

 
Section 90(1) and (5) of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 
enables National Parks to make byelaws in respect of land owned or occupied by them 
in a National Park ‘for the preservation of order, for the prevention of damage to the 
land… or anything thereon or therein, and for securing that persons resorting thereto 
will so behave themselves as to avoid undue interference with the enjoyment of the 
land by other persons’ Further, as regards parking places the Authority is empowered 
to ‘make byelaws as to the conditions of use, and charges to be made for the use, of 
such parking places, and for prohibiting or restricting persons from plying for hire with 
vehicles at such parking places’. 

 
A byelaw would allow the Authority to charge for car parking at its owned/occupied car 
parks and regulate the use of those areas in relation to overnight parking, camping, 
fires, protection of vegetation, damage to Authority property, advertisements, 
meetings and events, trading, and poor behaviour. Any person offending against the 
byelaw would be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding £500. A draft of 
the byelaw is set out in Appendix One. 

 
It is not proposed the Authority issues parking contravention notices and civil 
enforcement at this time and hence a complementary traffic regulation order is not 
considered in this report but may be an option to consider when considering the 
responses to the consultation process. 

 
The byelaw if introduced would cover the car parks set out in the Schedule to the draft 
byelaw.  
 
The procedure for making a byelaw in Wales is set out in the Local Government 
Byelaws (Wales) Act 2012. Section 7 of the Act requires the Authority follows the 
following steps: 

a. the initial written statement;  

b. a summary of the consultation and the responses;  

c. the authority’s decision; and  

d. the reasons in support of that decision. 
 

Before making byelaws, the Authority must produce and publish, on its website, an 
initial written statement which describes the issue or problem they are seeking to 
address. 
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Statutory guidance1 does not prescribe what form this initial written statement should 
take, however it is recommended that it clearly defines:  

a. the nature, extent and incidence of the issue or problem. 

b. the area in which the issue or problem is being experienced; and 

c. all reasonably practicable options, including but not limited to a byelaw, for 
resolving the issue or problem 

 
In carrying out the regulatory assessment, the Authority must consult such persons it 
considers may be affected by the proposed byelaw. As well as being a requirement of 
the byelaw making process, thorough consultation with affected parties can result in 
establishing the most appropriate means of addressing the underlying issue including 
an alternative to a byelaw (such as a traffic regulation order) or the creation of a more 
suitable byelaw that is more resistant to challenge and less likely to be the subject of 
objections than would otherwise have been the case. Consultation also allows the 
Authority to gauge support for the proposed byelaw.  

 
The consultation should remain open for a reasonable period (12 weeks is the 
standard consultation period followed by the Welsh Government) to allow as many 
interested persons as possible the opportunity to respond. Consultation will include 
affected parties including community groups; special interest groups; unitary 
authorities, community councils; professional bodies; consumer organisations and 
trade associations as well as residents, businesses and other organisations directly 
affected by the issue and the general public.  

 
Upon expiry of the consultation period the Authority will have to decide whether to 
make the byelaw at a further meeting of the full Authority. At this future meeting the 
Authority must consider all representations received, including objections, and 
determine how to proceed.  

 
The Authority is then required to publish, on its website, a second written statement 
which must contain:  

a) the initial written statement;  

b) a summary of the consultation and the responses;  

c) the authority’s decision; and  

d) the reasons in support of that decision 
 

Where, following consultation, the authority decides to make a byelaw, the Act requires 
that at least six weeks before the byelaw is submitted for confirmation, the Authority 
must publish notice of its intention to do so:in one or more local newspapers circulating 
in the area to which the byelaw is to apply 

b) on the authority's website 

c) a copy is deposited at a place within the Authority's area 

d) a copy is open to public inspection at all reasonable hours without payment; and 

e) where applicable, a copy is sent to all community councils whose areas the 
Authority thinks are likely to be affected by the byelaw 

                                                           
1 Local Government Byelaws (Wales) Act 2012 Statutory Guidance to Welsh Local Authorities, Community and Town 
Councils, National Park Authorities and Natural Resources Wales published March 2015. 
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If the Authority formally resolves to make the proposed byelaw it should be executed 
as a formal legal document under seal and be submitted to the Welsh Ministers as 
confirming authority who may confirm, or refuse to confirm, the byelaw 
 
Relation to Authority Priorities 

 

 Contribution towards the Corporate objective of delivering key services that 
meet the needs of residents and visitors to the National Park.  

 Work with communities to plan, participate, support and shape the future of 
their place;  

 Change which enables the Authority to work within the resources available.  

 By working with our partners, we will improve the environment quality across 
the region;  

 Provide value for money services 

 
Impact Analysis 

 
Financial – none directly from this report. 
 
Legal – contained within the report. 
 
Diversity – a full Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment will be carried out at the 
time of the consultation. 
 
Human Resources – none directly from this report. 
 
Sustainability – none directly from this report. 
 
Risk 

 
Byelaws need to be effective in regulating the issue they are designed to regulate. 
Consultation is required to get a better understanding of issues from the general public 
and affected parties and whether there is a more suitable alternative to a byelaw. 
 
Conclusion and Next Steps 

 

 Authority publishes initial written statement; 

 12-week consultation 

 Authority decides whether to make byelaw at a meeting of the full Authority 

 Authority publishes second written statement 

 If Authority has made the byelaw, it will publish notice at least 6 weeks in 
advance that it intends to apply for the byelaw to be confirmed by Welsh 
Minister 

 Authority applies to Welsh Ministers for confirmation of byelaw. 
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Maps of the areas proposed to be designated will be produced for the consultation 
process. 
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Appendix One: Draft Car Parking Byelaw 

 
 


